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September 21st  – September 25th 




 


REMINDERS-please read!


Please check planners and yellow folders EVERY night. I will try to communicate through planners when necessary.  Also remember that students need to have them every day at school.


Students may bring water bottles to class as long as they only hold WATER! If they do, please make sure it has a lid and their name (if a bought water). These will stay on their desk during the day.


Snack time is going well, thank you to those who have signed up and brought in snack already.  If you would still like to, visit our website to sign-up! � HYPERLINK "http://www.secondgradewithmrsmurphy@weebly.com" �www.secondgradewithmrsmurphy@weebly.com�, remember we have a student with a peanut allergy in class, please be sure to check all labels!


Remember, students are tardy at 7:41!


Be sure to check green homework folders frequently, they are bringing home any unfinished work from school to complete at home!


We will be sending home field trip information on Monday.  It will only be a permission form that we will need signed and returned, we will not need to collect any money.





Behavior  I have already mentioned this in the First Day of School newsletter.  Just to remind, we use a clip system in our classroom where children are able to clip up for good choices, and clip down for not so good choices.  The consequence for two clips down is usually loosing part of recess.  If a student clips all the way to the bottom, it means a call home or they are sent to the office depending on the severity of the situation.   


We also have a system to encourage positive behavior.  Students are on “teams” and can receive team points for working hard, meeting goals and being ready to learn.  At the end of each week, we will add up the team points and the students on the winning team gets to choose a special reward (extra choosing time, reading in the library, lunch bunch, etc.)





Reading We are getting into full swing with our guided reading groups.  As we have been planning our reading instruction, both school wide and within our grade levels, we have decided to conduct our guided reading in with our homeroom classes.  This is a bit different from previous years when students would switch for guided reading.  We have made this decision in order to provide a 90 minute literacy block where students are able to read with me on their level every day or every other day.  During this time, they will also be engaging in related reading activities focusing on skills we are learning.  Currently we are working on parts of speech; nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs.  Students have been learning what they are, how to recognize them in different texts and how to use them in their own writing.  Feel free to challenge them to find/recognize them at home!


If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to get in touch with me!





Math  We have begun switching for Math Skills! While we will not be switching for guided reading, we will be switching classrooms for differentiated skills instruction in math.  Each class will be focusing on numbers and operations.  Instruction in this area will depend on the groups prior knowledge.  


In our homeroom math, we will continue working on subtraction and subtraction strategies!











Spelling/Vocabulary Words Practice, practice, practice!! I will send new spelling words home in the Friday newsletter.  Monday morning, the students will copy them into their planners.  We are beginning the year reviewing spelling patterns learned in first grade.  The goal for spelling, is to practice the patterns, not only to memorize words! Some tricky words may need practice and memorization, but those that follow the pattern should be easy to spell if they learn the sound patterns.  I will not require certain spelling activities, but do expect them to be studying their words in some form or fashion.  We will practice in class and any unfinished work will come home as homework.


Set: Working on suffixes.  This week we will be discussing how to double letters when adding –ed or –ing (hugged, hugging, etc.)


Set 2:  Working on CVC words and consonant blends (sm, tr, dr).  3 sight words have been included (these do not always follow the rules and do need a lot of practice!)


Set 1:  dropped, dropping, hugged, hugging, popped, popping, hopped, hopping, tripped, tripping, hitting, setting


Set 2:  was, did, set, like, pop, drop, hop, trip, hit, hug, smell, and


Challenge: switched, shrimp, whiskers








Writing This week we are going to be working on organizing the middle of our pieces.  We will be working on adding details and using vocabulary that helps us tell when things are happening (first, next, last, etc.)








NEW Spelling App One of our parents has shared a helpful spelling app with us! She said her daughter enjoys using it to help study her spelling words.  It is a free app and allows you (the parent) to record yourself saying the spelling words.  Students can then press the speaker button and hear the recording before spelling the word.  One activity allows students to unscramble the letters to spell the word.  There is also a practice test that they can take.








Homework 


Reading and spelling homework are being sent home today with the newsletter! Please comment in the reading log on the Reading A-Z book that was sent home to be read.  This helps me choose topics and levels for other books sent home!  


Homework folders are coming home! They are green and should come to school every day in your child’s backpack and go home every evening! I think only one person has a purple folder.


Students will be bringing home any unfinished work throughout the week as homework.  This work will be in their GREEN folders.  If it is in their green folders than it is homework and will be due on Friday!


As I get to know your students better, I will begin sending home differentiated homework that will hopefully challenge their thinking and stretch their understanding of targeted skills and content.





Contact  Information


Email: Caitlin.murphy@berea.kyschools.us


Phone: 859-986-4065


My planning is 11:50-12:35. Please contact me if you have any comments or questions!


� HYPERLINK "http://www.secondgradewithmrsmurphy.weebly.com" �www.secondgradewithmrsmurphy.weebly.com� 











